
 1 

West Hartford Substance Abuse Prevention Commission (SAPC) 
Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2017 
 

    
  

Roll Call:  Chastity Rodriguez, Sagar Patel, Mitch Irving, Joe Kalache, Helen Drohan, Joan Biagioni , Nordia 
Napier, Amal Ali, Dave Pauluk, Ed D’Addio, Ben Grippo, Jaclyn, David Eppner, Jaclyn Dulude, Joanna 
Curry-Sartori 
 
Absent: Grace Johnson, Gretchen Nelson, Leo Negron, Jean Schensul 

Approve Minutes: March minutes approved by vote. 

Appointments 

 
Old Business 
Marijuana legislation – 

 Latest update is that it is not likely to be voted on this legislative session. 
It will be an issue in the future so it is good that SAPC is clear on our stance and proceed to 
make recommendations to town council. 

 Given that town council is currently focused on budget, it would be impactful to present our 
views and recommendations on marijuana as a part of our overall recommendations later this 
year.  

 Re Letter from SAPC for Town Council to share with legislators:  provide citations. Consider if 
add info re impact on emotional development, the aspect of “gateway drug”.  Ask Jean S. from 
ICR to review. (This letter can be resource sent in with overall SAPC recommendations.) 

 
New Business 
 
Next Meeting: 

 Hear back progress on CASAC funded projects, e.g. Joe present re work with seniors, status and 
remaining needs 

 Lisa Daly and ICR present back survey results for 2017 survey 

 ICR present results of their planning process – suggested interventions etc. 

 SAPC discuss gaps/ community needs that we recommend be addressed. 
 
General Next Steps: 

 Work toward creating our recommendations for town council in one clear, succinct document. 

 To get there hear current status and gaps in next meeting. 

 Then review recommended interventions and best practices that we can prioritize and 
recommend to town council. 

 Consider having open SAPC meeting where community can hear our strategy, respond, share 
concerns and suggestions.  If we do this in the fall, we could invite those running for office to 
attend and offer their views re Substance abuse prevention.  Also it could be fruitful to hold a 
forum in the high schools re substance abuse prevention and get input/ response from students.  
These might be one meeting or separate meetings. 

 From this process produce our recommendations for town council by early next fall. 
  

Action Steps: 
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o Ed D. will invite Lisa Daly to next meeting.  Lisa to present on current SA curriculum in 
schools and her thoughts on gaps. 

o Mitch (and ICR?) will present survey results and results of planning process. Nordia 
offered to work with Mitch. 

o Mitch send Joanna the invitation to ICR planning meetings that all of SAPC is invited to. 
o Chairs- discuss how to handle when members have frequent absence from SAPC 

meetings 
 
Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanna Curry-Sartori 

April 8, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 


